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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Olazabal, U.S. 4,281,761. 

In regards to claim 1 , Olazabal, Figs. 6, discloses a case for cigarette packets 
comprising: 

-a lid (84), a first portion being shaped to receive and seat therein a lid 
portion of the cigarette packet (see column 7, lines 48-54). 

-a hollow receptacle (82), that is closed on one end, being shaped to 
receive and seat therein a body portion of the cigarette packet (see column 7, lines 55- 
57). 

In regards to claim 2 , Olazabal, Figs. 6, discloses a second portion of the lid is 
shaped for insertion into the receptacle to there by couple the lid to the receptacle (see 
column 7, lines 57-68). 

In regards to claim 3 , Olazabal, Figs. 6, discloses a said first portion of the lid 
(90) is coupled to the second portion of the lid (88) by a hinge (see column 7, lines 46- 
50). 
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In regards to claim 4 , Olazabal, Figs. 6, discloses the first portion of the lid 
resiliently engages the lid of the cigarette packet when the lid of the cigarette packet is 
seated therein (see column 7, lines 47-54). 

In regards to claim 5 , Olazabal, discloses the lid being constructed of plastic, 
metallic, or any other suitable material including silicone rubber material (see column 4, 
lines 22-25). 

In regards to claim 6 , Olazabal, Figs. 6, discloses a cap (86) shaped to receive 
and secure the first portion of the lid. 

In regards to claim 7 , Olazabal, Figs. 6, discloses the case being constructed of 
plastic, metallic, or any other suitable material including silicone rubber material (see 
column 4, lines 22-25). 

In regards to claim 16 , Olazabal, Figs. 6, discloses a cover for a lid of a cigarette 
packet comprising: 

-a lid (84), a first portion being shaped to receive and seat therein a lid 
portion of the cigarette packet (see column 7, lines 48-54), and a second portion (88) for 
coupling the cover to a body portion of the cigarette packet. 

In regards to claim 17 , Olazabal, Figs. 6, discloses a second portion of the lid is 
shaped for insertion into the receptacle to there by couple the lid to the receptacle (see 
column 7, lines 35-54). 

In regards to claim 18 , Olazabal, Figs. 6, discloses a said first portion of the lid 
(90) is coupled to the second portion of the lid (88) by a hinge (see column 7, lines 46- 
50). 
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Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schade, 
U.S. 4,190,148. 

In regards to claim 9 , Schade, Figs. 1, discloses a case for cigarette packets 
comprising: 

-a lid (18), being arrangable to extend over and cover an open end of a 
receptacle so as to secure a cigarette packet stored therein, 

-a hollow receptacle (1 1 ), that is closed on one end, the receptacle being 
shaped to receive and seat therein a body portion of the cigarette packet. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Olazabal, U.S. 4,281,761 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Bernhard, U.S. 2004/0251148. 

Olazabal teaches the limitations of claim 1 above, but he does not teach the lid of 
the case including a flange that is adapted to secure the lid portion of the cigarette 
packet in a position seated within the lid of the case. Bernhard, Fig. 1, teaches a 
container for cigarettes in which the lid has a flange (20) for securing the lid of the 
cigarette packet. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at 
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the time of invention, to have provided the lid as taught by Olazabal, with the flange as 
taught by Bernhard, to provide a case, for cigarette packets with flip tops, that has a lid 
that when opened can not only open the case for access to the cigarette packet, but to 
open the cigarette packet as well and allow the user to pull a single or multiple, if 
sharing, cigarettes out. 

Claims 10, 11, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schade, U.S. 4,190,148 as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of 
Golde, U.S. 5,884,338. 

Schade teaches the limitations of claim 9, above, but he does not teach there 
being a wallet coupled to a side of the case, the wallet being coupled by way of zipper, 
and the wallet having a plurality of pockets. Golde, Fig. 1 , teaches a pocket system 
connected via zipper to whatever item it is connected to comprising a plurality of 
pockets that are shaped and capable of receiving money or cards. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention, to have provided 
the case as taught by Schade, with the pocket system attached as taught by Golde, as 
to provide a cigarette case that has multiple functionality to it and allowing the use to 
carry less items in jean/pant pockets. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schade, U.S. 4,190,148 as applied to claim 9 above. 

Schade further discloses the case including a pocket (15) that is coupled to a 
side of the case, the pocket being suitable for storing a cigarette lighter. 
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Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schade, U.S. 4,190,148 as applied to claim 9 above. 

Schade further discloses the case and lid being made of a suitable material such 
as molded hard plastic, metal, or other substances (see column 1, lines 40-46). 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Olazabal, U.S. 4,281,761 as applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of 
Bernhard, U.S. 2004/0251148. 

Olazabal teaches the limitations of claim 16 above, but he does not teach the lid 
of the case including a flange that is adapted to secure the lid portion of the cigarette 
packet in a position seated within the lid of the case. Bernhard, Fig. 1, teaches a 
container for cigarettes in which the lid has a flange (20) for securing the lid of the 
cigarette packet. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of invention, to have provided the lid as taught by Olazabal, with the flange as 
taught by Bernhard, to provide a case, for cigarette packets with flip tops, that has a lid 
that when opened can not only open the case for access to the cigarette packet, but to 
open the cigarette packet as well and allow the user to pull a single or multiple, if 
sharing, cigarettes out. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CESAR ARROYO whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7817. The examiner can normally be reached on 0730-1700 Monday- 
Thursday, 0730-1600 Friday, Everyother Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Naeem Haq can be reached on 571-272-6758. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 41 1 7 
/Naeem Haq/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 41 17 
January 30, 2009 



